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MARY C. WICKHAM -
County Counsel November 3, 2016

TO: LORI GLASGOW
Executive Officer
Board of Supervisors

Attention: Agenda Prepa Zt'on %
FROM: ROGER H. GRANBO ‘/ LF

Senior Assistant County Counsel
Executive Office

RE: Item for the Board of Supervisors' Agenda
County Claims Board Recommendation
Lisa Castillo, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al.
United States District Court Case No. 2:14-CV-07702

Attached is the Agenda entry for the Los Angeles County Claims
Board's recommendation regarding the above-referenced matter. Also attached
are the Case Summary and Summary Corrective Action Plan to be made available
to the public.

It is requested that this recommendation, the Case Summary and
the Summary Corrective Action Plan be placed on the Board of Supervisors'
agenda.
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Board Agenda
MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS

Los Angeles County Claims Board's recommendation: Authorize settlement of
the matter entitled Lisa Castillo, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al., United
States District Court Case No. 2:14-CV-07702 in the amount of $999,999 and
instruct the Auditor-Controller to draw a warrant to implement this settlement
from the Department of Children and Family Service's budget.

This lawsuit concerns allegations of federal civil rights violations and unlawful

detention of Plaintiff's two minor children by the Department of Children and
Family Services.
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CASE SUMMARY
INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME . Lisa Castillo, et al. vs. County of Los Angeleé, etal -
CASE NUMBER 14-CV-07702

COURT United States District Court

DATE FILED October 4, 2012

COUNTY DEPARTMENT Department of Children and Family Services

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 999,999
ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF Vincent W. Davis

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY Lauren Black
Principal Deputy County Counsel!

Avl Burkwitz, Esquire
Petarson Bradford Burkwitz LLP

NATURE OF CASE This is a warrant case in which Plaintiff alleges her
kids were detained without a warrant and she was
coerced into signing off on a safety plan, and the
kids continued to be detained for six months
thereafter.

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 153,500

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 28,000
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Case Name: Lisa Castillo v COLA

Summmary Cosrective Action Plan

Tha intent of this form [s to assist departments in wriling a corrective action plan summary for
altachment to the setllemenl documents developed for the Board of Supervisars andlor the
Gourty of Los Angeles Claims Board. The summary shauld be a specific overview of the
claimsflawsuits’ identified root causes and carreclive actions {status, lime frame, and responslble
party). Thia summary does not replace the Correclive Action Plan form. If there [s a gueslion
relaled to confidentiality, please cansull County Counsel.

Date of incident/event; Qclaber 4, 2012 o

Briafly pravide a The plaintiff alleges her civil righls were violatad when the

description of the Department placed her children as the result of her three-manth

Incident/event: old being found unresponsive alier being left lying on his side,
suppaorled by a blanket on an adult bed,

1. Briefly describa the root cause(s) of the claimflawsuit;
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Plaintiff alfleged that DCFS remavad her childran and Intetferred with famitial relations when 5

ler children were removed as the result of her three-month uld son belng found unrasponsive,
L o

2. Biriefly describe recommended corrective acllons:
(Includa each cornctive action, due datg, responsible party, and any disciptinary acliong It appropriale)

i The Department had relevanl poli’cies an ﬁrocedures In"el'f'(’acl“z;l.ll'sé-tﬁnn of the incider:n't and
continues to ensure thal ils protocols comptement the current slale of the law and assisl its
veorklarce lo provide appropriate and leyally-sufficlent chitd welfarg services.
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County of Los Angeles
Summary Corrective Action Plan

3 Ara the corrective actions addressing department-wide system lssuas?

¥ Tha corrective acllons address depariment-wide system Issues
The corrective actions are only applicabls to the affected parties.
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Name: (Risk Management Coordinator)
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Chief Executive Office Risk Managemant Inapoctor Genaral USE ONLY

Are tha corrective aclions applicabls to othar deparimants within the County?

O Yeg, the corractive actions potantially hava Caunty-wids applicabllity.
Na, the corrsctive actions ara applicable only (o this depariment. ‘

Naime: (Risk Managemant Inspeclor General
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